
 Easter is my favorite holiday.  It hasn’t (completely) succumbed to 
commercialization, you can appreciate the company of loved ones without the 
pressure to overspend on gifts they don’t really need, and besides, I like ham 
more than turkey anyway.  But the real reason I like Easter is that it proclaims  
the essential truth of the Christian faith: the Lord is Risen! 

 This is the foundation of the Good News – the Gospel – for as the 
Apostle Paul writes, “if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has been in 
vain and your faith has been in vain.” (1 Corinthians 15:14)  The Lord is Risen!  
Without this foundational understanding – not as symbolism, not as metaphor, 
but as a literal, bodily, miraculous fact of history, not only would Easter be a lie, 
but our entire purpose as a church would be non-existent. 

 The Presbyterian Church is supposed to have this understanding.  In 
our Constitution, the first of the “Great Ends of the Church” is this: “the 
proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of humankind.”  Without Christ’s 
death and resurrection there is no salvation.  Without the resurrection of Christ 
there is no resurrection for us or our loved ones. 

 Most of us remember the time in the 1980s when the Ford Motor 
Company, suffering under the perception that Japanese automobiles were built 
with superior quality, launched an advertising campaign with the slogan “Quality 
is Job #1.”  It was an acknowledgment that the foundation of a car company has 
to be building quality cars – that no matter what, people want a car that runs.  
Today Ford is around and the Yugo is not. 

 Job #1 for the church is the proclamation of the gospel for the salvation  
of humankind.  And we understand that if Christ has not been raised, our 
proclamation is in vain.  This does not mean that we shouldn’t do anything except 
proclaim the gospel, but it does mean that we need to understand that everything 
we do flows from the essential proclamation that Christ is Risen. 
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f Christ has 

 Our commitment to good works in the service of the community 
and the world, our commitment to friendship and fellowship with each 
other – these begin with and flow from our understanding that Christ is 
raised.  A church (or denomination) that forgets this is like the Yugo: 
poorly-constructed and not long for this world.  A church that strays from 
the proclamation of the empty tomb will soon find itself in its own tomb. 

 So I love Easter.  Sure, I love the hats and the crowds; the brass 
quintet and the choir; the squeals of kids chasing after candy-filled eggs, 
and the smell of a wonderful ham baking in the oven.  But above all I love 
Easter because we visibly gather to proclaim to the world that the Lord is 
Risen.  Easter isn’t just the centerpiece of the Christian year, it is the reason 
the rest of the year exists.  Happy Easter!  

Peace and blessings, 

I 
not been raised, then 
our proclamation has 
been in vain and  
your faith has been  
in vain.”  
– 1 Corinthians 15:14  
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From the  Choir  Room 

 YOUTH ENSEMBLE 
There is NO Youth Ensemble rehearsal on Good Friday, April 6. They will sing on Palm 
Sunday and at the Tenebrae Service on Good Friday, April 6 at 8 p.m. Regular Friday 
rehearsals resume on Friday April 13. 

I nternationally acclaimed young organ virtuoso Nathan Laube will give a concert on our newly restored 
pipe organ on Sunday, April 1, at 3 PM.  This young Chicago native has already earned accolades around 

the world for his entertaining programs and astonishing technique and musicianship. During his Spring US 
tour this will be the only East Coast performance.  
 

Admission is free; an offering will be taken.   
This is a wonderful way to invite friends and neighbors to our church. 

BERGEN SYMPHONY CONCERT 
The newly-formed Bergen Symphony will give their second concert on Saturday, April 14 at  
8 p.m.  The program will include the Elgar Cello Concerto and Tchaikovsky’s “Pathetique” 
Symphony.  Tickets are $10. 



 

 

Family/children’s/You th Minist ries  

HELPING CHILDREN AND THEIR FAMILIES GROW IN FAITH 
                    Here are ways we can guide our children toward a deeper  

               understanding of Easter. 
 

 
On Saturday, March 31, Families are invited at 12 noon for an EASTER TREASURE 
HUNT AND PIZZA LUNCH in Elmore Hall. The treasures found will help tell the  
story of Holy Week, a Journey to Jerusalem, with lots of fun activities to learn about the  
last and most important week in the Lenten Season focusing on the days from Palm  
Sunday to Easter and to prepare for the Palm Sunday processional. We will be creating a 
Family Egg Carton of Easter Egg Treasures and ask each family to bring an empty egg 
carton. A RESERVATION FOR THIS EVENT IS REQUESTED so we have enough supplies and 
enough PIZZA for Lunch. Please e-mail or call Dorothy VanderWerf or the Church Office with your reservation. 

  
Sunday, April 1, is PALM SUNDAY.  Church School families gather in the 
Chapel at 10:45 a.m. to prepare for the Processional with ECO-PALMS. There  
will be a Time with Children and an opportunity for the children and youth to 
present their One Great Hour of Sharing offerings in their Fish Banks or  
Offering envelopes. 

 
On Easter, April 8, FAMILY WORSHIP begins at 10:45 a.m. There will be packets for younger and older  
children to help them worship and have a meaningful experience. Child Care is available in the Nursery but 
there are no Church School Classes on Easter. 

 
Immediately following worship, the EASTER EGG HUNT begins in the church’s  
playground for all ages up through 5th Graders.  Sixth graders and above will hunt for eggs  

in the Memorial Garden. 

 
After Easter, the six CHURCH SCHOOL CLASSES WILL RESUME for Nursery children, 3’s & 4’s,  
Kindergarten to 2nd graders, 3rd to 5th graders, and Scripture Study for Middle School and for High School 
students. We are indeed grateful for the Staff who make this happen: Ruth Ye, Christopher Rivera, Odailin 
Dume, Alyssa Knight, Candy Urena, Jeff Spady, Andy Bello, Carol Schulzrinne, Linsy Farris, Marlenis 
Camacho, Triwa Lee-Chin, Karen DuBois Kahn, Linda Farrell, Mercedes Zuluaga, Diane Christian, Paul Platek  
with Church Staff, Diane Lyons and Dorothy VanderWerf. 

 
C.A.M.P. (Children’s Arts & Music Program) have completed another successful and  
meaningful six week program on Sunday afternoon with many creative, special and fun  
activities under the leadership of Jane Williams, Blake Simis, Karen Farris Neus, Yvonne 
Crichton, Elaine VanOst, Rev. Hong and Dorothy VanderWerf. 

 
YOUTH ENSEMBLE & AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM on Friday afternoon continues after Easter with 
David Macfarlane and Carol Schulzrinne who lead with music and creative activities using the gifts of adults  
and the youth who participate.   

        April 2012 Page 4 



 

 
Page 5 First Press 

        April 2012 Page 6 

COFFEE & CONVERSATION GROWS BIGGER & BIGGER  
Outreach sponsors and coordinates Coffee & Conversation every Sunday after Worship. 
They are so grateful for many families and individuals who have helped to host this won-
derful time of hospitality, friendship and fellowship. We sometimes celebrate anniversa-
ries, birthdays and other special occasions.  
 

To help others in the congregation who may wish to host, the Outreach Committee came 
up with a new plan. They are inviting 4 different hosts to provide refreshments starting 
on April 15.  On the sign-up list there will be places for 4 hosts to sign up and a place for 
what they will provide. One or two families, however, can still host a C & C if they wish 
to celebrate an occasion by choosing a particular Sunday. 
 

The hosts will continue to help set-up before worship and clean-up along with two members of the Outreach  
Committee. We think it is a good way to keep this wonderful time of fellowship an integral part of who we are  
as a church and give more people who benefit from this time a way to participate and not feel overwhelmed  
with the responsibility. So choose your Sunday and use the sign-up list to indicate when you will help provide  
this hospitality for the congregation. 

WEDNESDAY A.M. PARENT/PLAYGROUP IN APRIL 

We will be meeting on April 4th, April 18th and April 25th. We will not meet on April 11th due 
to Easter Break. As usual, we will meet in the Church Nursery from 9:30 - 10:30am. Join Jenni 
Choi in the Nursery for Story-Time, a craft, free-play and time to connect with other parents.  

CROSSROADS 
Crossroads will not meet on Easter Sunday.  But please remember to check out the Crossroads worship 
sometime on Sunday evenings at 5:30 p.m. in the Chapel.  It’s casual, lively, and fun, with a great band  
and the same basic sermon as Sunday morning (with multimedia enhancements).   
It’s a great alternative – give it a try and invite your friends! 

CAMP JOHNSONBURG READY FOR SUMMER CAMPS  
The mission of Camp J. is to create a place apart where all people can experience God’s love in a  
welcoming Christian community. It’s located on 400 acres in northwestern New Jersey including a  
sixteen acre lake. It is owned and operated by the seven NJ Presbyteries of the Presbyterian Church 
(USA). Website: www.campjburg.org 

 

Open Houses to see the Camp are on Saturdays, April 14 or May 5 from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Brochures  
are available at the church with information on a variety of 29 different camps for children, 1st grade  
and older, for youth, and for families. The CE Committee offers $100 scholarships for anyone attending. 

PARENTING GROUP CELEBRATES ON EASTER 
 

Young children and their Parents are invited to the EASTER EGG HUNT immediately  
following the 11 a.m. Easter Sunday Worship Service. It will be held in the church’s  
playground and all children are invited. May 13 will be our next gathering! 



 

 

   

              
 

FIRST THURSDAY BIBLE STUDY 
Thursday, April 12 at 10:00 a.m. in the Chapel 
Because the first week of April is Holy Week, the First Thursday study group will 
gather instead on April 12 in the Chapel for the CHURCH MUSIC & HYMNS 
class taught by Rev. Hong and Dr. Macfarlane.  Please join us for an interesting 
and enlightening time of learning, discussion, and fellowship. 

 
SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY 
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. in the East Room (Childcare Provided) 
Don’t forget the Sunday Morning Bible Study that meets at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room 
each week.  We review the text that forms the basis of the sermon that day, illuminating 
issues of history, context, and translation that affect the interpretation of the story into  

a message for us.  Please note: there will be no Bible Study on Easter Sunday.   

 
CHURCH MUSIC & HYMNS 
Thursday, April 12 at 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel 
Over the centuries, the appropriate role of music in worship has been hotly debated, 
including severe debates over the introduction of pipe organs to Presbyterian worship in 
the late 1700s.  In this presentation, jointly led by Rev. Hong and Dr. Macfarlane, we 
will explore the evolution of church music, the role music plays in our worship, and 
how the lyrics can subtly influence our theology.  The class will be presented at 10:00 
a.m. as the First Thursday study session for April, then repeated at 7:00 p.m. in the 
evening.  All are welcome and light refreshments will be provided. 
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WAGING PEACE THROUGH EDUCATION 
 For over a decade now, FPC-Englewood has been an affiliate of Pilgrims of Ibillin, the U.S. support  
organization for the Mar Elias Educational Institutions in Ibillin Galilee, founded by Archbishop Elias  
Chacour, leader of the Melkite Catholic Church of Akko, Haifa, Nazareth, and all of Galilee.  
 

 Father Chacour has dedicated his life towards building peace through the school, which includes  
Christian, Jewish, Muslim, and Druze faculty and students.  He will be in the U.S. in April and is speaking  
on April 27 at 7:00 p.m. at the Catholic Community Church of St. Mathias in Somerset, NJ.  His message  
is always informative, and important for all to hear.  He is a man of great faith and courage.  
 

 We have his two books, Blood Brothers and We Belong to the Land. and information about the school.   
We will have the books and brochures out at Coffee and Conversation for those of you who are interested.  

 

If you have questions, please feel free to ask Natalie, Dorothy, Susan Carter,  
Marcy Steele and others on the Mission Committee. 

News for the  Congregat ion 
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MAKE ROOM FOR GUESTS...IN THE PARKING LOT! 
 

Let’s extend our wonderful tradition of hospitality to the parking lot!  As our attendance 
increases, the parking lot is getting crowded.  Especially on Easter Sunday, we encourage 
those of you who are physically able to use ON-STREET PARKING on Dwight Place  
or along Palisade Avenue, leaving our parking lot free for visitors and those who need  

to avail themselves of spaces closer to the building.  (Please be aware that U-turns on  
Palisade Avenue are illegal.  If you make a U-turn in order to park, you may be ticketed.) 

SERVICE OF TENEBRAE 
This year our deeply moving Service of Tenebrae will take place on Good Friday, 
April 6, at 8:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  This traditionally solemn “service of 

shadows” commemorates the crucifixion of Jesus in word and song  
and will feature a quartet of flute, oboe, cello and harp accompanying  
the Chancel Choir and Youth Ensemble in works by Mozart, Bach, 
Dvorak and Rutter.  Please join us for a truly beautiful service that  
gives depth to our celebration of Easter. 

 
EASTER SUNDAY 
Reminder: our wonderful Easter worship begins with an  

extended prelude at 10:45 a.m. on Easter Sunday, April 8.  There will  
be no Bible Study prior to worship that day.  The service includes music  

by Gallus, Mawby, Handel, Dickenson, and Bairstow performed  
by our Chancel Choir, brass quintet and timpani, and features our 

magnificently restored pipe organ.  Our celebration includes the singing 
of Handel's "Hallelujah" chorus by the entire congregation. 

HOLY WEEK MUSIC 
 

PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 1 will feature the children's Procession with Eco-Palms, and special music by 
the Youth Ensemble and Chancel Choir. At 3 p.m. on Palm Sunday, Nathan Laube will play the inaugural 
concert on our restored pipe organ. 
 

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 6 Service of Tenebrae will feature a trio of flute, oboe and cello accompanying 
the Chancel Choir and Youth Ensemble in works by Mozart, Rutter, Bach, Rutter  
and Dvorak. The service ends in darkness while "Were you there?" is sung by our  
tenor soloist. 
 
EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 8 Easter Communion Service will feature the Chancel 
Choir, brass quintet and timpani and our newly restored pipe organ. Music will be by 
Gabrielli, Handel, and Bairstow. The service includes the singing of Handel's 
"Hallelujah" chorus by the entire congregation. 



 

 

Page 8      April 2012 

FOOD TO FIRST ON THE FIRST SUNDAY 

Our goal for 2012 is to donate 365 bags of groceries and we have already delivered 77 bags 
to the Center for Food Action for needy families in our area. Our next Food Sunday is 
April 1 on Palm Sunday and May 6th or any Sunday.  Thanks! 

YOU ARE THERE WITH MISSION DOLLARS FOR OGHS  
One Great Hour of Sharing Offerings (OGHS) will be received on Palm Sunday to bring long-term 
healing and recovery to the people of Haiti, and to people caught in the Midwest and Southeast of our 
country during the recent tornados. This offering supports Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, alleviating hunger 
and enabling self-development of peoples in our country and in 120 countries. An offering envelope is included 
for your gifts. We are joined by millions of other Christians since 1949 to bring relief and healing through this 
offering. We do make a difference!! 

WE SPONSOR ANOTHER GIVEAWAY IN MAY 
The Mission Committee will be accepting your donated items on Thursday, May 3 from 3 to 8 p.m. and on  
Friday, May 4 from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.  Bedding, clothes, toys, shoes, baby items, tools, household items, lamps, 
small furniture, etc. will be collected and displayed in Elmore Hall. Then on Saturday, May 5, local residents  
from Service Agencies in the area come to choose items they can use.   
 

We need many volunteers on May 3, 4 and 5 and on May 5 we need some  
volunteers who speak Spanish. If you can give an hour or more, it is most  
appreciated.  It’s a wonderful mission. It’s a hands-on way that we can help 
families in need. There will be sign-up lists at Coffee & Conversation. 

CROP WALK FOR HUNGER ON SUNDAY, MAY 6 AT 2 P.M. 
Our Mission Committee now chaired by Carolyn Porte-Lieberman, is the host for our  
EAST BERGEN Crop Walk for Hunger which this year will be held on Sunday, May 6 with  
registration at 1:30 p.m. and kick-off at 2 p.m. from Elmore Hall. There is a 6 mile Walk and  
a 1 ½ mile Walk. Carol Cornell of the Mission Committee is our representative to the  
CROP Walk Committee and serves as treasurer for the 12 participating churches. 

 

Walk forms for inviting your Sponsors are now available along with information about how the monies  
donated either online or in person are used in the United States or in 80 other countries. 25 % of all funds  
raised benefit the Center for Food Action locally and 75 % support Church World Service projects around the  
world with relief and hope working for the long-haul in disaster areas of our country and elsewhere.  
 

To promote the CROP Walk for Hunger, we need several old pairs of walking shoes. If you can lend a pair,  
bring them to church before April 15. 

Learn.  Serve.  Grow.  
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Other News 

First Press 

NEWS FROM OUR FIRST PRESBYTERIAN PRESCHOOL & 
KINDERGARTEN 

On February 28th, the children at FPPK had a wonderful time participating in Pajama Day!  In  
addition to being able to wear their comfortable pj's to school, many of the children also brought in a  

pair of new pajamas to donate to The Pajama Program. We are thrilled to announce that we collected over 50  
pajamas for children in need.  Spaces are still available in the 2's, 3's and 4's program for the 2012-2013 school 
year. If interested, please contact FPPK at 201-568-3042 for more information and/or to schedule a tour.   
                 - Jenni Choi & Grace How, Co-Chairs of the FPPK Board 

GET READY TO TRAVEL -- TO GERMANY, VIENNA, AND LONDON  
THE QUICK TOUR FOR SINGLES CONNECTION! 
 

Wednesday, April 25th, 7 PM - BRING YOUR FRIENDS 
   

Join us for a fun, interactive narrative tour of European highlights through the eyes of Coordinator, Mibs 
Wagner.  She'll share with you her adventures and impressions as you travel with her from Amsterdam down  
the "Great Rivers of Europe" to Vienna and then just a brief visit to London.  It may 
pique YOUR interest while exposing you to her search for "answers." 
 

Enjoy desserts and coffee with Singles Connection - an inviting group for all singles 
40 and up who enjoy getting together and making new friends. Mibs Wagner 
coordinates all the activities for Singles Connection. 

   BASKETBALL NIGHT ON THURSDAYS, APRIL 12 & 26 

Adult Basketball Night is from 7:30 – 9:30 p.m. on the 2nd and 4th Thursday nights in  
Elmore Hall. In April we are in the gym on the 12th and 26th. In May, it’s the 10th and 
24th.  Just come for a night of friendly pick-up basketball, full or half court depending  
on attendance. Bring a basketball, if you wish, and join us for a fun evening, thanks  
to Philip Soo who is coordinating this opportunity. Please contact Philip for more  

information at soorealtors@gmail.com. We’ll see you on the 12th! 

DEACONS SPONSOR BLOOD DRIVE ON APRIL 29  
Through Community Blood Services, the Deacons sponsor another Blood Drive on 
Sunday, April 29 from 12 noon to 2:30 p.m. The Bloodmobile will be right outside  
Elmore Hall after Worship during Coffee & Conversation. Sign-ups will begin in  
April so mark your calendar for the 29th. 

Plan Ahead: THERE IS ANOTHER MISSION TRIP TO WEST 
VIRGINIA, JULY 29 - AUGUST 4, 2012! 



 

 

        April 2012 Page 10 

People You Know 
LOVE AND PRAYERS FOR: Judy Entricken who is recovering from a fractured ankle. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS TO: Linda Farrell who was awarded “Teacher of the Month” at Fort Lee High School. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS TO: Tim Farrell who was selected for the Bagpipe and Drum Corps that marched in the  
St. Patrick’s Day Parade in New York City. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS TO: Michael Bello who was recently chosen to direct Oliver & Ryback’s Darling, A New 

Musical. Michael is a senior BFA Musical Theatre major at Emerson College and will be graduating in May. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS TO: Cielo Camacho who had 3 dances which placed in the top 10 at the regional’s dance 
competition. She received 4 ¼ stars out of 5 and was named the Judges Choice for the Latin Diva Award. 
 

WALKING THE LABYRINTH IN APRIL 
Walk the Labyrinth on Friday, April 20 from 4 – 7 p.m. and Sunday, April 22, from 12 noon  
to 4 p.m. in the Chapel. The very action of walking serves to still our thoughts, opening up space 
for God amid the usually jam-packed busyness of our lives. The rhythm of walking is conducive to 

quiet, prayerful contemplation enhanced by music and candle light. Materials are provided for 
journaling and some spiritual practices that one can choose to do before or after walking.   

  

Walk the Labyrinth on the Lawn at anytime. It’s located in the back of Elmore Hall. 

 YOUR SENIOR MINISTRY PROVIDES RESOURCES 

 Across from the Chapel entrance, you will find an Information Center with several helpful resources:  
Brochures about Home Medical Alarm Services, Program flyers from the Southeast Senior Center for  
Independent Living (SESCIL)  located at 22 Grand Avenue in Englewood, and Brochures from the Tenafly 
Senior Center located at 20 Summit Street in Tenafly. Both of these centers have so many opportunities  
for Leisure and Learning for 55 years and older.  Stop and pick up copies for each month’s activities. 
 At the same Information Center you will find copies of FIVE WISHES which is an important  
document for anyone, age 18 and older, to name your wishes for care and for important end-of life  
issues. These free copies are provided through the Senior Ministry of the Outreach  
Committee of our church. 
 Located at the same Information Center are Prescription Drug Discount cards 
provided through a Community Assistance Program, an outreach program sponsored 
by National Benefit Builders, Inc. There are no income limitations, anyone can use  
the card. There is also a flyer for additional information on making healthcare more  
affordable through these discount cards. 



 

 

FPC ON THE WEB 

In addition to our new Web site, don’t forget that 
our sermons are available on our Podcast, accessible 
at no cost through the iTunes store, through our 
Web site, or directly at fpce.podbean.com. 
 

You can also keep up with FPC by joining our 
Facebook page (just search for First Presbyterian 

Church of Englewood), follow us on 
Twitter @fpcenglewood), or check-in 
on Foursquare. 

ADDRESS CORRECTION 
REQUESTED 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF ENGLEWOOD 

150 East Palisade Avenue 
Englewood, NJ 07631 
Phone: 201-568-7373 
Fax: 201-568-7376 

www.englewoodpres.org 

Happy Easter 
Sunday, April 8, 2012 
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